Plastic Waves

By Kathleen Egan


Plastic measurement is finally getting attention from interesting projects such as the JUNK expedition to the Pacific Gyre (http://news.cnet.com/8301-11128_3-9959995-54.html) and the upcoming March 09 Plastiki Pacific crossing.  Unfortunately, you don’t have to go to sea to get horrified by the amount of plastic, sometimes you can see it on your way to the line up.
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I saw hundreds of pieces of plastic in the high tide line at Ocean Beach, SF last spring after a big storm.  It was assorted among the native sand dollars, kelp, and jellyfish.  This type of plastic is typically passed over by beach clean ups because it is too small and difficult to collect.  It can roll around in the ocean for hundreds of years and will never go away until a fish eats it or it washes up on a beach.

I collected plastic from a 20m stretch of Ocean Beach for a week and made my first plastic wave mosaic.  I use it with retail executives to help convince them that there is a plastic problem.  They are surprised to see so many products that they sell are found on the beach. 
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Is this isolated to the West Coast?  No, I was on a surf trip to Indo, in Java, about 20km from G-land.  There was plastic sprinkled in the tide line in an isolated beach in a national park in Indo.  The plastic was smaller, lighter in color, more worn by the sea.  Apparently, it has been in the ocean longer, I made a second plastic wave mosaic from the G-land plastic (of course, a left!).  

In early November this year, we had our first big storm of the fall in NorCal.  The surf was up but so was the plastic.  The garbage from a whole summer gets flushed from the Sacramento River and any [image: image3.jpg]


thing that drains to the Bay.  With a solid NW swell in the water and a draining tide, the garbage gets pushed onto to Ocean Beach.  The SF Chapter organized an emergency beach blitz and asked participants to separate the plastic from the regular trash.  Now, I have 4 shoeboxes of plastic to form into a community collected plastic wave mosaic.  

Even if we stopped using all non-durable plastic today, there is so much in the system that it could eventually choke the oceans.  Wouldn’t it be magnificent if masses of people needed plastic for mosaics or other uses and raced to collect it as it washed up on our shores?  Or even better, that we stop putting so much plastic into the system?

